
Date Session Title* Description

23-02-2017 Morning Yoga Get your day warmed up with sunrise yoga, facilitated by our friends Africa Yoga Project!

23-02-2017 Registrations

23-02-2017 Welcome Address 

23-02-2017 Making SDG's a Reality in 

Africa: The role of 

entrepreneurship and 

innovation

23-02-2017 Entrepreneurs for Impact: 

Listen to 5 Game Changing 

Entrepreneurs Compete for 

the Sankalp Africa Award

23-02-2017 Networking over Tea

23-02-2017 Mentoring Clinics (Sign Up 

Required)

Entrepreneurs can sign up via this link: https://goo.gl/forms/bvruM7rMCQVFqY582

Mentors can sign up via this link: https://goo.gl/forms/5AVOWd4iDXmt51YE3

The mentoring clinics have been designed to help entrepreneurs spend quality time through one-on-one 

interactions with industry experts. At the Sankalp Forum, we believe that entrepreneurs are the wealth 

creators of tomorrow and through the mentoring clinics we hope to help:

1. Entrepreneurs gain business insights from seasoned industry professionals.

2. Build a relevant deal flow pipeline for impact investors across the world.

What to Expect:

The mentoring clinics have been designed to allow for 30 minute one-on-one interactions between 

entrepreneurs and mentors during the summit. We expect that each mentor interacts with 2-3 

enterprises. 

The mentors and mentees will be introduced via email in advance of Sankalp.  They are then free to 

schedule a mutually agreeable time to meet any time on February 23rd or 24th.  There are plenty of 

spaces in the Networking Field where you can meet up.

Entrepreneurs are recommended to come to your mentor meeting prepared with a specific topic you 

would like to discuss.  30 minutes doesn't allow much time, so it's good to have a specific ask in mind!

23-02-2017 Building an Off-Grid Lighting 

Ecosystem: An Intra Africa 

Corridor for Learning

Enterprises working in West Africa in the field of energy access and rural electrification are relatively 

underserved compared to those in the Eastern part of the continent. The “spotlight energy access in West 

Africa” will explore the existing “eco- system” for impact investing and venture philanthropy in the 

region, and attempts to find solutions for more financial and non-financial entrepreneurial support. 

23-02-2017 Driving the Sustainable 

Development Agenda: 

Bridging the Gap Between 

Corporations and Small 

Businesses (By - Invitation 

Only)

This exclusive round-table will bring together private sector practitioners to discuss their role in driving 

the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) and reaching its ambitious targets in Africa. The call for 

collective action is loud and has brought together leaders like never before!Together, we will put the 

spotlight on questions such as: 

·  How important SDGs are to your business?

·  What is your pathway towards reaching the SDGs?

·  What type of collaborations do you need to make the SDGs actionable in your business?

·  Can partnerships with innovators and startups help you deliver on your objectives towards the SDGs?
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23-02-2017 Emerging Technologies for 

Social Good: Sci-Fi Dream or 

Near-Term Reality

Emerging technologies such as blockchain, AI, robotics, internet of things, and 3d printing have made the 

leap globally from science fiction to reality of today. From self-driving cars to human organ printing, the 

future is here: The rise of emerging technologies impacts the way we look at solving age-old development 

challenges on the African continent. This interactive “Design Lab” aims to imagine Africa’s future by first 

hearing about pioneers who are contributing to shifting problem solving in sectors such as agriculture, 

healthcare or financial inclusion. Using design thinking, we will then explore how emerging technologies 

can be used for social good on the continent and help us reach the 2030 Sustainable Development goals.

23-02-2017 Facilitating Debt Financing 

for Early Stage Enterprises 

Are you an early-stage entrepreneur looking for debt to grow your business?  A funder exploring ways to 

better analyze risk associated with these borrowers within your credit policies and regulation?  Or a 

financial intermediary that wants to add value for your clients?  Join us for an exciting discussion with a 

panel of entrepreneurs and lenders as we explore the many facets of the entrepreneurship ecosystem. 

USAID will also discuss how it has successfully used its tools for both the supply and demand sides of 

early-stage debt finance in challenging business environments. Participants will leave with tangible action 

items to implement within their own organizations for how to better mobilize debt for early-state 

enterprises.

This session will be moderated by representatives from USAID's Global Development Lab and 

Development Credit Authority.

23-02-2017 Gateway to Europe: With 

the Nordics

Join this discussion to understand what bridges have been built to connect East Africa with Nordic 

Countries, and how to leverage the business opportunities between Europe and Africa.

23-02-2017 Making Nutrition Work: 

Creating Access, Generating 

Demand, and Improving 

Quality

2 billion people worldwide suffer from micro-nutrient malnutrition which impedes both physical and 

cognitive development. 

It is estimated that malnutrition costs the world economy $3.5 trillion per year, or as much as $500 per 

individual. 

For the past 15 years, GAIN has been empowering families, companies, and governments to make 

nutritious foods 

and relevant information available to those who need it most. 

Come hear about GAIN's pioneering work including presentations by entrepreneurs who have been 

supported by the alliance. 

23-02-2017 Navigating the Future of 

Banking in East Africa

Intellecap investment banking in partnership with EAVCA will be discussing the investment environment 

in East Africa’s financial institutions(banks and MFIs) during this year’s Sankalp Forum. The participants 

will discuss how the current sector events such as tightening regulation, interest rate capping and 

liquidity imbalances are affecting the banking industry and their impact on investment attractiveness of 

the sector. Also, the session will discuss how banks and other lenders are handling the accelerated 

technology disruption in the lead up to 2020. The session  will be attended by various industry experts 

including financial institution executives and investors. 

23-02-2017 Paving the Path for Green 

Entrepreneurs

The World Bank’s Climate Technology Program (CTP) aims to accelerate the growth of local green 

technology sectors by increasing the effectiveness of public and private organizations that support local 

climate technology startups and growing businesses. The panel will discuss CTP’s lessons learned with 

various approaches, including designing and implementing business incubation programs, facilitating 

cross-border business model diffusion, and rolling out new early-stage financing models, and the panel 

will also look ahead to emerging trends and possibilities for supporting these businesses.

This session is being hosted by the World Bank.

23-02-2017 Talent Challenge: Finding 

The Right People to Grow 

Your Business

This event, hosted by Village Capital, will feature an interactive exploration of real-life challenges around 

hiring and human capital for entrepreneurs across the African continent. Using a  board-room style 

format, we place the entrepreneur at the forefront of the conversation with a panel of invited experts 

(Africa Leadership Academy, Acumen, Shortlist, Argidius and African Management Initiative). The 

entrepreneur will share their human capital experiences and challenges, the board will then provide 

strategic and tactical advice, followed by Q&A from the audience.

23-02-2017 The Power of Mentoring: 

Developing Human Capital 

to Maximise 

Entrepreneurial Success

23-02-2017 Networking over Lunch



23-02-2017 Be Relevant and WIN: A 

competition hosted by 

BeadforLife Street Business 

School

Join us as we explore “relevance,” and get to the core of this important topic, all while participating in an 

interactive contest. This participatory session will help attendees think about WHY their organization 

needs to stay relevant, what is HARD about staying relevant in a rapidly changing environment and HOW 

they can position themselves to provide value now and into the future. 

Street Business School will award four winners with attendance at their fall Immersion Workshop (a 

$5,000 value!!) in Kampala. Join us, bring your learning/information back to your own organization and 

win big! 


23-02-2017 Business Model Diffusion in 

Kenya - Making it Happen 

(Invite Only)

Diffusing or replicating a proven green business model, product or service from one market to another in 

different geographic location offers an effective way to scale green companies and sectors. The InfoDev 

(World Bank) Climate technology business model diffusion pilots aim to seize this opportunity, by 

matching international green companies with Kenyan and South Africa companies. 

 

Participants of this invitation only workshop will learn how business model diffusion has been practically 

implemented in developing country contexts. Group discussions will explore how matches can be done in 

Kenya.

 

This session is jointly hosted by the World Bank, Enclude, GreenCape, and Partners.

23-02-2017 Entrepreneur Showcase: 

Healthy Beginnings for 

Moms and Children 

The GSBI Investor Showcase is an opportunity for the HealthyMagination program social enterprises 

tackling maternal and child health across Africa to demonstrate the investment readiness of their 

ventures after working with Silicon Valley executive mentors. 

Please join us in supporting these mission-driven enterprises and applauding their dedication.

Check out the 14 members of the 2016-17 Healthymagination cohort, and register now to secure your 

seat.

23-02-2017 Ethiopia Spotlight Have you ever thought about doing business in Ethiopia?  With a population of over 94 million people, it 

is a massive market opportunity for business in the East African region.  Join this session to learn more 

from entrepreneurs and capacity support providers who have worked with enterprises in Ethiopia.  

23-02-2017 How do we get the 

Entrepreneurship in 

Education?

In a world where our day to day reality is changing with ever-increasing rapidity, our understanding of 

brick and mortar educational institutions, four-year degree programs, and pedagogical instead of 

practical learning needs to be razed and rebuilt.  This session will look at the connecting points between 

education, entrepreneurship, skill building, life-long learning – and how technology can enable a future 

ready workforce that ties all these threads together.

23-02-2017 INGOs in Impact Investing 

(By -

 Invitation Only)

With changing trends in donor funding, many traditional  nonprofit NGOs are adopting  Impact Investing 

as a means of delivering development goals while ensuring their financial sustainability. This roundtable 

discussion will focus on the role that NGOs are currently playing in the Impact Investing and Social 

Enterprise sector and highlight best practices and lessons learnt so far. We will also discuss how NGOs 

can leverage their unique strengths to better support Social Enterprise in Africa.

23-02-2017 Innovation for Impact: 

Discussing the Role of High 

Risk Capital to Accelerate 

African Innovators

In this session, you will get to learn first hand the many diverse funding and support opportunities 

available from DOEN Foundation and the National Postcode Lottery, focused on long term innovation and 

impact. Three partners share their insights on how financial support has stimulated a more sustainable 

business

23-02-2017 Scaling Impact Through 

Social Replication

Social licensing, social franchising, accreditation… what do they really mean and how can they help 

sustainably scale social impact? Our interactive session introduces a range of replication models and 

looks at how organisations, across all sectors, can use replication principles to scale. Through break out 

and wider group debates we will explore how different replication models work in practice, key success 

factors for scaling, how to identify if a venture is ‘scalable’ and when the right time to scale is. Our session 

is designed for leaders looking to take their organisation or programme to new geographic areas or 

funders interested in identifying scalable opportunities.



23-02-2017 Speed Dating with Business 

Support Providers (Sign Up 

Required)

Entrepreneurs can sign up via this link: https://goo.gl/forms/bvruM7rMCQVFqY582

Service Providers can sign up via this link: https://goo.gl/forms/5AVOWd4iDXmt51YE3 

The Service Provider-Entrepreneur Speed Dating is a structured networking activity intended to expose 

entrepreneurs to a number of different quality service providers who work with SMEs and start-ups. 

Young companies often have a difficult time finding affordable and quality accountants, legal services, 

human resource and hiring services, etc.

Come prepared with a one-minute elevator pitch because you'll only have 5 minutes to meet with each 

participant! Be succinct and to the point, and you'll gain the most from this session.

23-02-2017 Taking African Impact 

Investing to the Next Level

Impact Investing in Africa has seen significant growth and interest from all corners of the world. 

According to the latest GIIN Impact Investor Survey, USD 116.2 billion in capital has been committed since 

inception for impact investments and a significant percentage of the current assets under management 

are allocated for SSA.  Organized in partnership with OECD and IDRC, this session will draw out insights 

from experts on how social impact investing and related private sector financing approaches can 

complement national and international development agendas in the context of the SDGs. This session, in 

conjunction with a workshop earlier in the week and further research, will contribute to the OECD’s 

Social Impact Investment (SII) initiative with key findings published in an OECD report to be published in 

the first part of 2018. For more information on the OECD Phase II work follow the link here: 

http://www.oecd.org/dac/financing-sustainable-development/development-finance-topics/social-

impact-investment-initiative.htm

23-02-2017 Networking over Tea

23-02-2017 Happy Hour!

24-02-2017 Morning Yoga Get your day warmed up with sunrise yoga, facilitated by our friends Africa Yoga Project!

24-02-2017 Global Health Investing 

Breakfast (Invite Only)

The healthcare sector has the opportunity to create an enormous impact in Africa, but it can be difficult 

to find business models that work, organizations and teams that are ready for scale, and promising early-

stage investments in this space. Where can investors find deals? How can investors understand early-

stage organizational capacity and influence governance to help companies grow? As part of the SEAD 

Initiative, join Investors’ Circle in an interactive breakfast conversation to discuss the opportunities and 

challenges around early-stage global health investing and how we can work together to move more 

capital into healthcare innovation. 

Request an invitation from Alexandra LaForge at alaforge@investorscircle.net.

This breakfast is being hosted by Investors' Circle.

24-02-2017 Registrations

24-02-2017 Africa in 2030: Is 

Technology the Game 

Changer? 

Technology has been considered by many to be the silver bullet in Africa's development narrative. But can 

technology help Africa leapfrog some of it's fundamental challenges around infrastructure? In this 

session, we will question what it takes for emerging technologies to truly make a dent in the African 

ecosystem

24-02-2017 Networking over Tea



24-02-2017 Mentoring Clinics (Sign Up 

Required)

Entrepreneurs can sign up via this link: https://goo.gl/forms/bvruM7rMCQVFqY582

Mentors can sign up via this link: https://goo.gl/forms/5AVOWd4iDXmt51YE3

The mentoring clinics have been designed to help entrepreneurs spend quality time through one-on-one 

interactions with industry experts. At the Sankalp Forum, we believe that entrepreneurs are the wealth 

creators of tomorrow and through the mentoring clinics we hope to help:

1. Entrepreneurs gain business insights from seasoned industry professionals.

2. Build a relevant deal flow pipeline for impact investors across the world.

What to Expect:

The mentoring clinics have been designed to allow for 30 minute one-on-one interactions between 

entrepreneurs and mentors during the summit. We expect that each mentor interacts with 2-3 

enterprises. 

The mentors and mentees will be introduced via email in advance of Sankalp.  They are then free to 

schedule a mutually agreeable time to meet any time on February 23rd or 24th.  There are plenty of 

spaces in the Networking Field where you can meet up.

Entrepreneurs are recommended to come to your mentor meeting prepared with a specific topic you 

would like to discuss.  30 minutes doesn't allow much time, so it's good to have a specific ask in mind! 

24-02-2017 Gateway to Europe with the 

Germans

Join this discussion to understand what bridges have been built to connect East Africa with Germany, and 

how to leverage the business opportunities between Europe and Africa.

This session is supported by our partners AHK (Delegation of German Industry and Commerce in Kenya)

24-02-2017 Kenya 2030: The Future of 

Technology, Innovation and 

Entrepreneurship

How do we rethink modern cities, from merely dwelling places and financial districts to progressive 

innovation engines?  What goes into building a city of the future is no longer simply infrastructure, city 

planning, and architectural elements, but the intentional elements that can create a culture of 

innovation.  What goes into planning a city of the future has direct implications on creating innovative 

environments that can yield world class technologies and innovations.  

Konza Technopolis Development Authority has committed to this vision to bring together government, 

industry, and education to create a world class smart city in Kenya.  Participants of this session will hear 

stories from Konza’s global partners and their successful entrepreneurs – this is what the smart city can 

generate, and this is what we need East Africa.

This session is being hosted by our partners at Konza Technopolis Development Authority

24-02-2017 Measure What Matters: 

Unpacking and Repacking 

Impact in Africa

Impact funds across the world adopt varied lenses while measuring and analyzing impact. But what 

matters to one fund, may be different for another. In this interactive session, we want to hear what 

matters to you as an investor active in Africa.  The aim of the session is to unpack impact in to order to 

measure what is most important in the African context. We will discuss how to collect, verify and report 

data, the first step towards standardization in Africa.

 

Intellecap will be launching PRISM, an impact measurement tool specifically for funds in Kenya, using 

publicly available Kenyan information at Sankalp.    Prism enables funds to;  save time when collating 

information from social enterprises; record fund impact as well as aggregated enterprise impact; and 

produce an impact report. 

Click here to book a demo: https://docs.google.com/a/intellecap.net/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfAtk-

aEmashgEV5YoxbjbteTlkNM20Mtqh1zpvr4gq1NFJ-g/viewform?c=0&w=1 



24-02-2017 Moving the Needle on Early 

Stage Clean Technology 

Financing (By -

 Invitation Only)

The World Bank’s Climate Technology Program seeks to gain deeper insights into how risk capital can be 

unlocked for early stage clean technology companies in developing countries. This roundtable, the first of 

many that the CTP will host in 2017, will bring together early stage investors operating in this space as 

well as the next generation of social investors and development financiers who are not currently in the 

market but are interested in supporting this sector. The roundtable will discuss the research and early 

stage finance community of practice initiatives that aspire to ‘move the needle’ on increasing investments 

in early stage clean technology companies. 

This session is being hosted by the World Bank

24-02-2017 New Business Models for 

the Circular Economy:  The 

Food, Water & Sanitation 

Nexus

The Toilet Board Coalition will facilitate a roundtable dialogue focused on the current state of the art in 

Circular Economy business opportunities in low-income markets - in particular new value emerging from 

the “biocycle” at the nexus of food, water and sanitation value chains - Energy, Nutrients, Proteins, 

Water, and more!  Join us to move this dialogue forward in Africa, leveraging expertise from

Coalition

24-02-2017 Off-grid Solar Investment 

Academy

Learn how to get your off-grid energy company funded during the Off-Grid Solar Investment Academy 

hosted by the Global 

Off-Grid Lighting Association (GOGLA) and supported by the Africa-EU Renewable Energy Cooperation 

Programme (RECP). Under the title “Funding your off-grid energy enterprise: what you need to know”, 

the Academy will comprise two lectures and group discussions facilitated by off-grid energy investment 

experts from SunFunder and Blue Haven Initiative.

 

The overall goal of the Academy is to help build a common knowledge base of best practices in off-grid 

investment, helping off-grid solar companies and investors to overcome barriers that stand in the way of 

successful investments.

24-02-2017 Scaling Fintech: Lessons 

Learnt from over 200 

Entrepreneurs

From payment platform to alternative credit scoring solutions, digital financial services companies across 

sub-Saharan have the opportunity to revolutionize the financial services sector. What do they need to 

scale? What strategies are they employing for growth? Village Capital will lead a discussion with leading 

Fintech entrepreneurs and Investors on what we have learned from working with over 200 Fintech 

Entrepreneurs over the last 2 years.

24-02-2017 Speed Dating with Investors 

(Sign Up Required)

This session is for Entrepreneurs and Investors only!

Entrepreneurs can sign up via this link: https://goo.gl/forms/bvruM7rMCQVFqY582

Investors can sign up via this link: https://goo.gl/forms/5AVOWd4iDXmt51YE3

The Investor-Entrepreneur Speed Dating is a structured networking activity intended to expose 

entrepreneurs to a number of different investment perspectives. An entrepreneur should not expect to 

close a deal from this interaction, but should instead use it to understand what certain investors are 

looking for, how you can improve your company's investability, and generally take feedback from 

investors to improve your pitch or business model.

Come prepared with a one-minute elevator pitch because you'll only have 5 minutes to meet with each 

investor! Be succinct and to the point, and you'll gain the most from this session.

24-02-2017 The Intersection of Faith 

and Enterprise: Engaging 

the Catholic Community in 

Impact Investing to Enhance 

Service to the Poor

For centuries, the Catholic Church has operated social ministries which now form part of the 

infrastructure for health care, education and social services across Africa. Furthermore, diverse Catholic 

institutional and individual investors worldwide have considerable assets under management.  In 2016, 

leaders from these two groups convened with impact investing practitioners for the historic Second 

Vatican Conference on Impact Investing to explore using investment capital and social enterprise to 

increase the scale and sustainability of these Catholic ministries.  Join us for discussion with Catholic 

Relief Services (the conference co-host) and conference participants from Africa on key takeaways, 

implication for Church actors in Africa, and opportunities to engage.

24-02-2017 Unblock your Bottlenecks Every business has their issues to work through. We invite startups to deposit theirs in our Bottleneck Box 

ready to be crowdsolved by whoever is interested to join the session. We guarantee brutally honest 

feedback and a resurge in energy and inspiration to move forward!

24-02-2017 Networking over Lunch

24-02-2017 Demystifying Gender-lens 

Investing



24-02-2017 Gateway to Europe with the 

Dutch

Join this discussion to understand what bridges have been built to connect East Africa with the Dutch, and 

how to leverage the business opportunities between Europe and Africa.

24-02-2017 Getting Hands-on: Support 

Five Enterpreneurs Improve 

their Impact on Nutrition

Most of our ‘nutrition’ comes from the food we eat, yet the majority of this food is produced, transported, 

transformed, or served by businesses. Supporting the private sector to develop and catalyze business 

models that make nutritious foods more available is essential.

In this exercise, you will get to work with 5 entrepreneurs on real business challenges they are facing as 

they create access, generate demand, and improve quality of nutritious foods.

The winner will be eligible to receive an award for a technical and financial assistance to help them scale 

up a business that improves consumers’ access to nutritious foods.

24-02-2017 Heaven Sent: Angel 

Investing Round-table (By - 

Invitation Only)

Angel Investing across Africa is in its infancy, however there are some pioneering organizations from 

across the continent, who are dedicated to evangelizing and converting more angel investors to advise, 

mentor, and fund early stage enterprises.  What insights can be gleaned from already developed markets, 

and where do we have to re-define angel investing to contextualize it in local markets.  Perhaps angel 

investing in Africa could and should look very different from Angel investing in Europe or the Americas.  

This invitation only session is for angel investors, angel networks, and those working to support angel 

investment networks. 

For more information on this session, contact stefanie.bauer@intellecap.com

24-02-2017 Moving from Curative to 

Preventive Healthcare 

System in Africa: What Will 

it take?

Although African countries have managed to leapfrog development in areas such as financial services and 

renewable energy, similar successes in healthcare remain a pipe-dream. 

Whether technology will play a similar role in enabling African countries transition from curative to 

preventive healthcare remains an open question. Such a transformation would have profound impact on 

issues such as delivery and access to quality and affordable care as well as prevention of deadly 

pandemics such as cancer and diabetes.  

Come listen to industry leaders sharing their insights on the innovations, investments, policies and that 

are necessary to make healthcare transformation a reality in Africa. This session is open to all especially 

entrepreneurs and innovators who are active in the health innovation space.

24-02-2017 Scaling up Green 

Businesses: Lessons from 

Emerging and Successful 

Business Models (By -

 Invitation Only)

Can we collectively find solutions to the challenge of scaling business models that address access and 

affordability challenges in developing countries?

The World Bank’s Climate Technology Program has an ongoing study to explore innovative green business 

models across five sectors, analyze growth drivers and barriers to scale, and highlight innovative 

strategies adopted by enterprises to increase their reach and scale in a sustainable way. This research 

aims to recommend interventions to strengthen support structures to scale these enterprises.

In this invitation-only workshop, participants will review preliminary findings from the solar home 

systems, drip irrigation, and community water purification markets. Following discussions on key drivers 

and barriers, the workshop will explore how multiple stakeholders such as investors, government & 

policy makers and international development organizations can drive the development of these 

promising green business models. Attendees will benefit from cross business model learning that can be 

applied across sectors, and be a part of this next level research and get access to crowd-sourced ideas on 

potential interventions to promote scale. 

24-02-2017 South Africa Spotlight: 

Assuring Degrees - 

Financing for Student 

Success

Promoting student success in higher education is critical if efforts to improve access are to translate to 

true livelihood opportunities for disadvantaged segments of African society. This imperative is readily 

apparent within the South African higher education system which has recently been rocked by student 

protests over inequities of access and success. This session explores an ambitious, innovative contracting 

and financing model intended to drive institutional improvements in student support at scale within the 

South African context; developing lessons and emerging insights that can inform the efforts of 

practitioners and funders interested in systemic solutions for promoting student success in diverse 

contexts. 



24-02-2017 Talent Showcase - A Crash 

Course in Defining, Finding 

and Hiring Talent

Finding the right talent for your team can be a critical challenge for growing businesses. Some 

hypothesize that it is 500x harder to grow your team as you scale in Africa than in it is in developed 

markets. Village Capital is hosting a Talent Showcase, in collaboration with Shortlist, to help company 

leaders engage with potential talent in a more meaningful way. First, the audience will break into groups 

of those seeking jobs (for a session on designing your professional profile) and those seeking talent (for a 

session on improving the hiring process). Those sessions will be followed with a "speed dating" event 

where company leaders meet with pre-screened potential talent in a facilitated environment.

2:00-3:00pm Breakout Sessions 

3:00-4:30pm Speed Dating

24-02-2017 Networking and Wrap up 

over Tea


