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“Until one is committed, there is hesitancy,
the chance to draw back, always
ineffective, concerning all acts of initiative
(and creation). There is one elementary
truth the ignorance of which kills countless
ideas and splendid plans: that the moment
one definitely commits oneself, then
providence moves too. All sorts of things
occur to help one that would never
otherwise have occurred. A whole stream
of events issues from the decision, raising
in one’s favour all manner of unforeseen
incidents and meetings and material
assistance which no man could have
dreamed would have come his way.
Whatever you can do or dream you can
begin it. Boldness has genius, power and
magic in it. Begin it now.” Goethe 

This year, the 12th Edition Sankalp Global
Summit, came out strong, as ever on ideas
and vision of designing an impact economy
to create a thriving ecosystem for
business-led solutions.  In a year of
unprecedented events,  the pandemic has
forever changed our world, and progress
that has been made with achieving the
SDG’s has been eroded and the need for a
global, collective response for everyone to
design economies that are equitable, fair
has never been more evident.  

At the first-ever virtual, Sankalp Global
Summit included 1795 participants from 60
countries across the world with a focus on
participants from Africa & Asia.  Attendees
were from a broad range of backgrounds
representing development finance
institutions, business leaders, multilateral,
entrepreneurs, public sector, NGOs and
academia.  Discussions ranged from digital
connectivity, strengthening public health
ecosystems, gender-inclusive technology,
innovative energy projects to address
carbon efficiency and climate change.  At
the summit, we hosted 104 knowledge led
sessions which included panel discussions,
workshops, masterclasses, 4 exclusive deal
rooms (including the first ever Female
Founders Deal Room), 85 virtual exhibition
booths as well as an exclusive Private
Equity Deal Room to connect investors & 

entrepreneurs.  One of the most significant
celebrations we had was to find five of the
most innovative entrepreneurs to win the
Sankal Global Awards 2020, from the 711
applications that we received from around
the world.

The challenge to move from a physical
conference, to a virtual conference was
not easy.  Along with the world, our team
too was learning and testing out event
platforms, formats, and wondering how we
intended to create value for everyone who
comes at Sankalp.   Beyond being virtual,
here are some of the unique features of
this year’s #SankalpVirtual2020 that we
would like to celebrate:  

Networks: We know from the 23 past
global editions of Sankalp, that 99% of
people come to Sankalp to network, and
somehow, we needed to find a way to
connect people at the summit.  The
serendipity of bumping into a former
colleague at Pete’s coffee can’t be
replicated virtually, but we chose to use a
networking app that used AI-based
matchmaking to recommend suggested
meetings.  We were surprised by the
outcome of this - 1502 meetings were
scheduled during the week of Sankalp! 
 We have never been able to track the
number of meetings and connections at
Sankalp before but we hope that these
meetings created value for all and hope
that more people leverage this. 
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Global: Being virtual gave us a chance to
be a truly global summit for the first time,
and we had the incredible opportunity to
convene the ecosystems of social
entrepreneurship from around the world. 
 Discussions ranged from supporting Green
SME’s in Uganda, Affordable Housing in
Africa, Ecosystems in the Middle East,
Israel innovations, Gender Lens Investing
in Vietnam, Japanese Innovations, to how
we can enable global ecosystems to
support entrepreneurs. This would never
have been possible in a physical
conference and cross border learning has
been tremendous. We wanted to convene
with a renewed focus on the Global South
specifically, from Asia & Africa and we
achieved far more than any physical
convening possible. 

Deal Rooms: We hosted our first-ever
private equity conference “Rendezvous” at
Sankalp this year, with 85 one to one
meetings between investors and
entrepreneurs.  This private equity
conference was run by Intellecap’s
Investment Banking Team, to facilitate and
showcase entrepreneurs that had reached
a certain level of scale.  In addition to this,
we hosted other deal rooms to connect
entrepreneurs to investors; entrepreneurs
to entrepreneurs and our first-ever
“Female Founders Deal Room”.  We also
had an opportunity to host the Cartier
Women’s Entrepreneur Initiative
Showcase.  The focus on gender
reinforced our dedication as a company to
increase women’s economic empowerment.

Collaborations: This year, we are proud of
two major collaborative initiatives.  The
first being with ANDE - we hosted the
ANDE Metrics Ground Up Conference at
Sankalp on Impact Metrics alongside
Sankalp making this whole week an Impact
week.  Rather than trying to compete with
each other, collaborations especially,
during this time are so essential to create
impact.  The second initiative was with the
World Economic Forum’s COVID 19
Response Alliance, where we hosted a
global panel and exhibition booth at 

Sankalp to engage with regional
ecosystems in this initiative to support
social entrepreneurs.

Finally, Sankalp this year was truly a
collaborative effort as seen by the
enthusiastic support from different actors
of the ecosystem.  As a team, we
navigated this new normal with an
understandable nervousness of unknown
challenges, and with the underlying
reflection that we must continue to create
value and impact for all that attend. What
we can say truly, is that we emerged with
a collective understanding that we are in
this together, and if we act together we
can create a long lasting impact.   We look
forward to what is next, and travelling this
journey together.  Please reach out to any
of us in the team if you have any questions
about technology used, how to plan a
virtual summit, or just to chat!  

Stay safe, stay healthy and we look
forward to meeting in person someday
soon.  

Warmly,
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Urvashi Devidayal Arielle Molino
Sankalp India Lead Sankalp Africa Lead

http://intellecap.com/
https://www.linkedin.com/in/urvashidevidayal/
https://www.linkedin.com/in/arielle-molino-19965423/


Entrepreneurs
56%Investors, Philanthropists, Capital Providers

28.4%

Impact ecosystem builders
15.6%

85
Investor-Entrepreneur
meetings at
'Rendezvous' - Our First
Ever Private Equity
Conference at Sankalp

408 Global Speakers
from the impact
ecosystem 104 Knowledge sessions,

workshops,
masterclasses &
exclusive deal rooms

Meetings
Scheduled on the
Sankalp networking
app

1502
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1795
Attendees at
Sankalp

52
Countries 
represented 

13.4 Million
People reached on social media
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THEME
AN ENTREPRENEURIAL RENAISSANCE:
DESIGNING THE IMPACT ECONOMY

With every upheaval in human history,
when the old world forces have been
broken from their very foundations, a time
of reconstruction followed. Great crises
can portend great good. Crises are also a
prologue that offer an opportunity to
address deep-rooted systemic problems of
inequity, corruption, and profiteering. As
economies across the world navigate
through the COVID-19 pandemic, its
increasing and uncertain ferocity continues
to eviscerate the festering social, political,
and economic equilibriums, especially
across the Global South. Beyond the
staggering economic impact, the pandemic
is set to have severe socio-economic
impacts on unemployment, plunging
investments, and fissures in trade and
supply linkages. According to the World
Bank’s newly released South Asia
Economic Focus report, COVID-19 will
shatter South Asia’s booming economies to
the lowest levels witnessed in decades. As
the epicentre of the pandemic shifts from
the West to the Global South and this
downward spiral continues, at least a 100
million will be pushed into extreme poverty,
living on less than two US dollars per day.
A single virus has belittled our
technological advancements,
biotechnology feats, artificial intelligence,
and other seemingly infallible forces of our
global economies.

Over the past 100 days, perhaps the most
googled phrase, “social distancing,” has
become the new story of our survival as a
species. It has forced us to find different
ways to adapt, to create, to build, to
thrive. While the pandemic brought the
perfect storm of economic upheaval, the
rate and the nature of change in every
sector has been accelerating
exponentially; the linear business models of
change were constantly being redefined;
old norms such as assembly line and a
specific skilled-workforce were
disappearing.

For too long, reforms have been in silos.
Custodians of capital markets have been
oblivious to the collateral damage of social
inequities. Profits have been the priority at
great societal cost. In the last decade, the
world collectively came up with the
Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs).
The SDGs are at once universal and local.
They equip us with a global grammar to
talk to one another, irrespective of the
difference or the distance. What we need
in this decade is a new economic paradigm
– the Impact Economy – an economy
which thrives on creating meaningful
impact in lives of individuals, societies and
nations and we need three things for that:
shared goals, resources and change
designers. While the SDGs provide shared
goals, entrepreneurs are stepping in with
their sustainable interventions, where
markets and governments have fallen
short, particularly in supporting vulnerable
communities. They are the driving force
that can transform the unprecedented
challenges into a new playing field; to turn
the civilisation towards a paradigm that
balances profits with collective societal
good.

However, for that to happen, we need a
new system, an enabling ecosystem, which
provides the right resources and
environment for entrepreneurs to thrive
and design the new world, a new
movement to propel massive collective
change, shared and valued by all.

At this civilizational implosion, the
entrepreneurs can spark the economic re-
birth of the world. It is time to reconstruct
a new world order: Entreprenaissance, the
first renaissance of the urban environment
of the 21st century. At this historic
crossroads, the Sankalp community across
the globe, once again convened in
November 2020, virtually, to steer and
leverage the vast expertise of all the
global stakeholders to use this window of
opportunity to shape the recovery of our
civilisation.

References:
https://www.worldbank.org/en/publication/global-economic-prospectsSource: Lakner et al (2020) 
http://documents.worldbank.org/curated/en/765601591733806023/pdf/How-Much-Does-Reducing-Inequality-Matter-for-Global-
Poverty.pdf, PovcalNet (http://iresearch.worldbank.org/PovcalNet/povOnDemand.aspx), Global Economic Prospects
(https://www.worldbank.org/en/publication/global-economic-prospects)



Healthcare, Water & Sanitation for
Billions - the impact of COVID-19

COVID-19 has exposed the inadequate
access to healthcare across the world -
even in developed countries. The enormous
pressure this unprecedented pandemic has
put on the medical facilities and frontline
health workers has been unimaginable.
However, what we have also seen is
innovative delivery methods to the last
mile, cutting edge technology (3-D
printing), and access to training for millions
of healthcare workers. Healthtech
entrepreneurs in the Global South have
been at the forefront of innovation but
need a more enabling ecosystem to scale.
We also hosted conversations around the
lack of access to water, adequate nutrition
& sanitation that has deepened this crisis
for vulnerable populations and the
solutions that entrepreneurs can offer for
the emerging 3 billion.

The Future of Work(ers) & Gig Economy

Pre COVID we tackled globalisation,
automation, & celebrated gig economy
work when discussing livelihoods & jobs.
As we navigate a new normal,
conversations have shifted to WFH,
localised manufacturing, & hyper-local
markets. Job security for gig economy
workers, securing the livelihoods of
migrant workers, and steady labour supply
for MSME’s are now top of mind. An
adequate supply of jobs is the bedrock for
sustained prosperity, inclusion and social
cohesion in emerging economies. What will 
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THEMATIC AREAS

55
New for Q1

the future of work look like for the millions
of low-income workers across the Global
South? Can technology & mobile
connectivity bridge the gap for labour
supply & demand, especially for micro &
small enterprises  At Sankalp this year, we
brought you voices from the community so
we could listen to the voices that matter.

Inclusive Fintech & Financial Services

Globally, 2 billion people are financially
excluded, and around 200 million micro,
small, & medium enterprises have little to
no access to credit. We hosted
conversations to improve access to finance
for last mile-consumers by bringing
forward innovative technology
partnerships & improving product
affordability. A special focus this year was
on inclusive fintech that has been a game-
changer in bringing donations and
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cash benefit transfers to the last mile. The
need to digitize rural value chains is even
more urgent now to bridge traditional
physical financial transactions that are
limiting in scale. We looked beyond credit
to examine micro-investing, micro-savings,
& micro-insurance for millions of low-
income women. There is a wide use case
for Fintechs to play a pivotal role in the gig
economy, agri insurance & health
insurance. Connecting entrepreneurs to
collaborate across borders, & sectors was
a key aim.

Transitioning to a New Face of
Agriculture: Increasing Resilience,
Sustainability and Profitability of
Smallholder Farmers

Agriculture in the Global South is facing a
plethora of challenges today, the results of
which are likely to be extremely grave in
the future, especially for smallholder
farmers. Some of these challenges include
soil and resource degradation,
fragmentation of landholdings, dismal
gender roles, and climate change; all of
which impact the farmer. The Agriculture
Track at Sankalp Global Summit was
designed as a step to support smallholder
farmers transit to practices that will
increase their resilience, sustainability, and
profitability, while being aligned to SDG 2
and SDG 12, simultaneously.

Climate Crisis - Finance, Risk, &
Opportunity

The link between the current pandemic &
potential disasters that are accelerated by
unchecked climate change is now not a
debate. We have seen how the poorest
across the world are bearing the worst
impact of the pandemic both in terms of
health and economic instability. The impact
of climate change on vulnerable
communities will be devastating. To tackle
climate change, all actors of the economy
have to participate equally. This year, at
Sankalp we looked at engaging financial
institutions & the private sector. We hosted
conversations on climate risk pricing for
financial institutions, blended finance
vehicles, access to climate financing for
MSMEs & the need to leverage private
sector capital for on the ground solutions.
We also hosted conversations around off-
grid & decentralized renewable energy
stakeholders to increase their capacity &
potential to scale across markets. Further
conversations addressed corporate ESG
ratings for the private sector that can help
drive the world to a low carbon economy.

Circular Economies
COVID-19 started as a health crisis but
quickly turned into a humanitarian one.
With 60 million people employed in the
textile value chain, we wondered about
the impact on these humans — artisans,
workers, women, and other communities.
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Further to this, the textile & apparel
industry is the 2nd most polluting industry
globally and we want to change this. How
do we build a bridge between the private
sector & innovative entrepreneurs who can
enable a circular economy?

Principles of circularity can also be applied
to various sectors including agriculture,
consumer goods & manufacturing. We
looked beyond the textile industry to how
the circular economy can help shape the
impact economy in emerging economies.

Gender Lens Investing, & Women
Leaders

Women across the world have faced a
disproportionate impact of the pandemic.
While access to healthcare, technology,
telephony and education have dramatically
improved for women, the same cannot be
said for the current condition many women
face in much of the developing world.
Women may make up 70% of the world’s
impoverished (UN), but continue to be at a
disadvantage despite the social and
technological advances brought about for
the bottom of the economic pyramid in the
last few decades. Gender is a cross-cutting
theme and will feature in all thematic
sectors.

As always, we also hosted an exclusive
gathering for the #WomenatSankalp -
celebrating & connecting women leaders.

Impact Investing, Blended Finance, &
Collaborative Philanthropy

Despite the global rise of impact capital,
the availability of capital for innovation,
early stage ideas and enterprises still
represent less than 5% of asset allocation.
Even though the startup and enterprise
conversations dominate the public
discourse, most impact capital is chasing
large deals and startups and innovators
are only a small part of investors’
portfolios. What can we do to channel
more capital into funding innovation and
early-stage ideas and enterprises? We also
will host conversations on blended finance
as one of the options to bridge the SDG
financing gap. It has been agreed in the
development world that if it is possible to
tap private financing into the already
available development financing options
then it is possible to bridge the financing
gap. How then is it possible to leverage
mainstream capital towards impact
investing? What models have been
adopted by various financiers in an effort
to embrace the concept of blended
financing? Further to this, collaborative
philanthropic funding models have been
effective in driving change at scale. What
are the various models that have worked
across the globe? This Sankalp, we
broadened the conversation to connecting
capital for impact.
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Sankalp’s agenda this year had 104
sessions in total spread across 5 days.  We
averaged about 20 sessions per day and
three parallel tracks. About 60% of the
sessions were curated by Intellecap’s
advisory arm, and the rest were in
partnership with several ecosystem
partners. The entire agenda can be found
on the Global Summit website, or as an
attachment. Our MAIN STAGE sessions
held at 6:30 pm IST every day served as
our anchor sessions for the day and
featured our key speakers.  

Opening Main Stage Plenary of the
Sankalp Global Summit 2020-  
November 2nd, 2020 

Part I - Welcome Address Vikas Bali, CEO,
Intellecap Advisory

Part II - Keynote Dave McCormik, CEO,
Bridgewater Associates, USA

Part III - Panel Discussion
Moderator: John Githongo, CEO, Inuka
Trust, Kenya
Speakers: Jun Zhang, Country Manager,
International Finance Corporation (IFC);
Pradeep Nair, Regional Director, Ford
Foundation; Emma Houterman, Investment
Officer, FMO - Dutch Development Fund

This session harkened to the Summit's
theme of Designing the Impact Economy.
Essentially, the world has seen massive
shifts in the last 12 months, and an
economy centred around profits over well-
being will no longer suffice. We need to
help drive the entrepreneurial renaissance
where our brightest minds can develop
technologies and strategies for sustainably
improving developmental outcomes.
However, this burden not only falls on the
shoulders of entrepreneurs - but all of us in
the ecosystem to support, accelerate, and
finance entrepreneurial solutions to
development challenges.

Part IV - Following the panel discussion,
we announced the Sankalp Global Award
Winner in the category of Financial
Inclusion.

Climate Crisis: What will it take to deal
with a deadlier pandemic? || Sankalp
Awards
November 3rd, 2020 

Part I - Welcome Address: Santosh Singh,
Director, Intellecap

Part II - Keynote: Dr. KV Subramanian,
Chief Economic Advisor, Government of
India

Part III - Panel Discussion:Moderator:
Vibeka Mair, Senior Reporter, Responsible
Investor
Speakers: John Balbach, Director, Impact
Investments, MacArthur Foundation, John
Roome, Regional Director, South Asia
Sustainable Development, World Bank, Dr.
Anshu Bharadwaj, Chief Executive
Officer, Shakti Sustainable Energy
Foundation, Nithin Kamath, Founder and
CEO, Zerodha.
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The year 2020 has been an unprecedented
and disquieting one for mankind with the
COVID-19 pandemic adding to a ceaseless
list of global impediments in the form of
climatic disruptions which have been
witnessed worldwide. The rapid increase in
the Earth’s surface temperature, forest
fires, melting of glaciers, rising sea levels,
floods, droughts, heatwaves etc. continue
to paralyze the very functioning of local
communities, regions, nations and
economic ecosystems across the globe. In
addition to recording some of the hottest
months since 1880, the first quarter of
2020 has also witnessed the devastating,
widespread and recurring forest fires in
Australia and the West Coast of the United
States to the catastrophic floods in
Indonesia & North Eastern India and the
record heatwave observed in Siberia.
Countries in the Global South are much
more vulnerable to these potential threats
and the climate adaptation costs for
developing countries in total could scale as
high as US$ 250-500 billion per year by
2050 if adequate climate mitigation
measures are not put in place at the
earliest.

According to the United by Science 2020
report compiled by the World
Meteorological Organization, CO2
emissions have significantly reduced
during global lockdowns, with the daily
greenhouse gas emission levels dropping
by 17% in April 2020, as compared with the
2019 period. The International Energy
Agency has also mentioned that emission
rates have gone down by 8% which means
that 47 billion tons of carbon will be
released instead of 51 billion tons. While
this is certainly a meaningful reduction in
emission rates, more than 6,00,000 people
have died globally, and tens of millions of
people have been made redundant while
achieving this 8% reduction. Therefore,
these reductions are being achieved at the
greatest possible cost which is not ideal
and not a situation in which we must
continue. However, this steep drop has not
been maintained because the emission 

levels in June 2020 have risen to within 5%
of the previous year and are likely to
increase further as many people are now
returning to work. 

Entrepreneur and philanthropist Bill Gates
in a recent interview claimed that if by the
end of the century emissions growth stays
high, climate change could be five times as
deadly as the COVID-19 pandemic. The
Secretary General of the United Nations,
Antonio Guterres, declared in April 2020,
on the occasion of the Earth Day, that
notwithstanding the adverse
consequences of the coronavirus
pandemic, it is critical to stay focused on
the “deeper environmental emergency”
that the world is confronted with. He has
further underscored the unfolding
environmental crisis in the planet.

Part IV - Following the panel discussion,
we announced the Sanaklp Award Winner
in the category of Climate Change &
Waste Management.

Mark the Moment - A COVID 19 Action
Agenda for Social Entrepreneurs

Part I: Keynote Address: Dr. Tedros
Adhanom Ghebreyesus, Director General,
World Health Organisation
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Part II: Special Address: Dr. Precious
Motsepe, Founder, Motsepe Foundation

Part III: Panel Discussion
Moderator: Belinda Goldsmith, Editor in
Chief, Thomson Reuters Foundation
Speakers - Dr. Precious Motsepe,
Founder, Motsepe Foundation; Vineet Rai,
Founder & Chairman, Aavishkaar Group;
 Ashif Shaikh, Founder, Jan Sahas;  Ben
Powell, Managing Partner, Agora
Partnerships;  and Francois Bonnici, 
 Director and Head, Schwab Foundation 

The COVID-19 pandemic and its economic
impacts will have a disproportionately
negative impact on communities already
excluded from adequate access to basic
needs and opportunities. The COVID
Response Alliance for Social
Entrepreneurship
(http://wef.ch/covidsocial) was launched
in May of this year and currently counts 82
members - including Aavishkar Group /
Sankalp that collectively reach over
50,000 social entrepreneurs, and touching
the lives of over 1 billion people. Its goal:
Bring recognition and support to social
entrepreneurs as vital first responders to
the COVID-19 crisis and as pioneers of a
new economic reality. Its COVID Social
Enterprise Action Agenda provides 5
concrete actions corporations, investors,
governments, funders, and support
organizations can take to stand by social
entrepreneurs. Call to Action: Carolein de
Bruin, Strategic Initiatives Lead, Schwab
Foundation

Part IV: After the panel discussion, we
announced the Sankalp Global Award
Winner in the category of Healthcare,
Water, and Sanitation.

Banking on Women: A Global
Perspective
November 5th, 2020 

Part I: Panel Discussion
Moderator: Belinda Goldsmith, Editor in
Chief, Thomson Reuters Foundation (UK)
Panelists: Chetna Gala Sinha, Founder-
Chairperson, Mann Deshi Bank & Mann 

Deshi Foundation (India), Wendy Teleki,
Head of the Women Entrepreneurs Finance
Initiative (We-Fi) Secretariat, World Bank
Group  (USA)Dr. Natu Mwamba, Former
Deputy Governor of the Bank of Tanzania 
 (Tanzania)Elias Masilela, Chairman, DNA
Economics (South Africa)

Globally, women’s representation in
executive roles in financial services firms
stood at 20% in 2019, while women
accounted for only 13% of CEOs in
alternative investment firms as of 2018.
Studies have shown that less than 13% of
women in finance make it into leadership
roles on the C-suite level. This is the case in
spite of there being an economic and moral
case for having more women in company
leadership. According to IFC’s report
analysing the ESG performance of
companies with women in leadership,
benefits of having women on boards
include improved risk management in the
company, better decision-making, and
improved board dynamics. However,
various reasons contribute to fewer women
in leadership positions in the sector. These
include socio-cultural reasons, lack of
professional and personal support
structures, limited professional mentorship
and sponsorship and a systemic patriarchy
that often exposes to women to bullying
and harassment. Women are less likely to
receive promotions and sponsors as
compared to their male peers. The inclusion
of women in the sector, and especially in
leadership positions is critical, given that
globally a more women tend to be
financially excluded, and a women-led
sector will be able to more easily
understand the relevant social contexts
that lead to this, and be able to design
appropriate products and processes to
change it. Increased participation of
women in the sector’s leadership will also
help remove conscious and unconscious
biases that female customers face and
lead to improved financial services uptake
by women. The session strived to bring
together voices involved in various aspects
of financing women entrepreneurs & to
deliberate the role of women in leadership
positions in the sector. The session urged
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stakeholders to consider whether
increasing the number of women in
leadership in the investment and finance
sector will accelerate the inclusivity of
society. It also explored personal agency
vs. societal bias in the uptake of financial
services by women customers.
Key elements that the session aimed to
discuss with the participants - Are there
inherent biases for promoting women in
executive or senior management positions
in the sector? How can promoting gender
integration in leadership positions across
financial institutions ease the access to
finance gap for women?Is the gender gap
in access to financial services driven by
women's own self-perception?Can women
at the steering wheel in finance give the
world a better chance at an equitable
economic recovery? 

Part II: Following the panel discussion, we
announced the Sankalp Global Award
Winner in the category of Agriculture &
Livelihoods.

Circularity for the Planet & Business 

Part I:  Welcome: Godfrey Mwindaare,
Partner, Aavishkaar Africa Fund  

Part II: Keynote Address: Hon. Minister
Ken Ofori-Atta, Finance Minister,
Government of Ghana

Part III:  Moderator: Adva Saldinger,
Associate Editor, Devex 
Panelists: Alexandra van der Ploeg, Head
of CSR at SAP- Ashish Dikshit, Managing
Director, Aditya Birla Fashion and Retail
Limited- Rajan Samuel, Managing Director,
Habitat for Humanity India

Old industrial models of “take, make,
dispose” are giving way to new thinking
about the circular economy. This profound
shift brings opportunities for organizations
to create value and safeguard the
environment by improving their
management of resources, eliminating
waste through better design, and

maximizing the circulation of products,
components, and materials in use. Looking
beyond the current take-make-waste
extractive industrial model, a circular
economy aims to redefine growth, focusing
on positive society-wide benefits. It entails
gradually decoupling economic activity
from the consumption of finite resources
and designing waste out of the system.
Some estimates suggest that 99% of the
things people buy are discarded within six
months of purchasing without the material
being recovered. That’s because we have
what you might call a linear economy. It
works by extracting resources and
manufacturing products from them, that
are sold to people and then generally
disposed of after a short period of use. Our
global economy is designed around the
consumption of goods and services, so
much so that the measurement tool we use
to determine the success of nations, the
Gross Domestic Product (GDP), only
measures the things produced and sold in a
country. It ignores the losses from the
systems that it takes from, such as nature,
ignores any activities that have no
economic aspect to them and ultimately
creates a very narrow view of value and
wealth. Large global corporations play a 
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Although it was our first try to participate in
an online forum like SGS 2020, it was a
great experience as the support from
Intellecap team was excellent. We would
like to thank all the support provided by the  
Sankalp team to organize our session and
virtual booths.

Responsibility to customers: Building
relationships of trust based on quality
products, capacity for innovation,
flexibility and service.·     
Responsibility to the environment:
Reducing – or eliminating waste – not
only from end of life products, but from
design, extraction, manufacturing and
transportation. ·      
Responsibility to staff: Embracing the
importance of pursuing purpose and
sustainability

significant role to play – both through
sustainability and CSR programs.In order
to meet the growing demand for
sustainable and circular products and the
political shifts towards equitable industries,
companies need to come to terms with
these new approaches to making money
whilst also making good. It is crucial to be
a responsible business that intelligently
strives to balance people, planet, and
profit. 

This can include, but is not limited to:·      

Part IV: After the panel discussion, we l
announced the Sankalp Global Award
Winner in the category of Circular
Economies in Textiles.

Sankalp had so many experts involved in
discussions that were varied, extremely
relevant and engaging. Our experience with
the Sankalp team was flawless. And given
how challenging it is to work long distance,
this really was a remarkable feat. We
wanted to especially thank you for being
such a wonderful friend to all of us at Mann
Deshi. For gently guiding us and yet giving
us the freedom to decide how we wanted to
organise things. For your generosity with
your time and with allowing us to invite a
wide range of people who might not
otherwise have been able to afford tickets.
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 CHETNA GALA SINHA, FOUNDER, MANN
DESHI BANK, INDIA

-  DEVIKA MAHADEVAN, HEAD OF STRATEGY
& COMMUNICATION, MANN DESHI

FOUNDATION, INDIA

-JAPAN INTERNATIONAL 
COOPERATION AGENCY



SPEAKERS AT SANKALP
A glimpse of our line up of speakers
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Dr. Tedros Adhanom Ghebreyesus 
Director-General, 

World Health Organisation (WHO)

Abdullah-Alnabhan
Regional Director, 

Middle East, Palladium

Belinda Goldsmith
Editor-in-Chief, 

Thomson Reuters Foundation

Chetna Sinha
Founder-Chairperson,

Mann Deshi Foundation

David McCormick
CEO, 

Bridgewater Associates

Ambassador Gurjit Singh
Former Indian Diplomat

Harry Verhaar
Head of Global Public & 

Government Affairs, Signify
 

John Githongo
CEO, 

Inuka Kenya Trust

Hon. Ken Ofori-Atta, 
Finance Minister, 
Republic of Ghana

Shinta Kamdani, 
CEO, 

The Sintesa Group

Wingee Sampaio
Global Program Director, 
Cartier Women's Initiative

 

Wendy Teleki
Head – We-Fi Secretariat, 

World Bank Group



The Sankalp Awards are a long-standing
tradition in the space of impact investing
and social entrepreneurship that supports,
honors, and brings together promising
enterprises tackling some of the world's
key development challenges. 

Rooted in an ethos to champion social
change and transformation through the
spirit of entrepreneurship, it is one of the
most prestigious impact enterprise awards
around the globe. Since 2009, the Sankalp
Awards has  discovered and showcased
more than 1,800 social enterprises, and
facilitated more than USD $270 million in
investments.

This year, we had an overwhelming
number of applications with 711 entries of
emerging enterprises applying from 52
countries across the world. Each of these
enterprises went through two rounds of 

SUMMIT HIGHLIGHTS
1. Sankalp Global Awards 2020

Cinch
EdPartners
Recube
TrusTrace
Sisu Global
Janitri
MDaas
Waste Services
Duithape
MyCL
Releaf

assessment and finally, 11 of the best
enterprises pitched to our esteemed Grand
Jury from Asia, America, Europe and
Africa.

Meet this year's finalists:
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.

10.
11.

Meet our Grand Jury:
With years of sectoral and leadership
experience to their name, our Grand Jury
helped assess the finalists and determine
the final winners. 

Sankalp Global Awards 2020 Grand Jury
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https://youtu.be/apLY94ozK3g
https://youtu.be/Uv6bMPk0f68
https://youtu.be/6SZ4SFRyNVA
https://youtu.be/wbQRyou5JRM
https://youtu.be/S98vnmdZQ-o
https://youtu.be/1w6MrsqVRc0
https://youtu.be/1w6MrsqVRc0
https://youtu.be/EfPirqSNKoY
https://youtu.be/hJojKXw19HI
https://youtu.be/bzbQDbI15CM
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4mee6POaBEY


Duithape uses a B2B2C approach, enabling clients (e.g.,
Development organizations, government or companies) to be able to
make mass payments to the unbanked in a way that is safe,
efficient, highly accountable and traceable. Duithape uses a B2B2C
approach, enabling clients (e.g., Development organizations,
government or companies) to be able to make mass payments to the
unbanked in a way that is safe, efficient, highly accountable and
traceable.

Category:  
Financial Services  

Duithape, Indonesia

Releaf is a private enterprise founded in 2017. The firm invents and
operates proprietary technology to reduce post-harvest loss in the
oil palm sector. Releaf buy palm nuts from smallholders in Nigeria,
providing extension services, and process them into factory grade
inputs for vegetable oil factories.

Category:  
Agriculture

Releaf, Nigeria

Launched in Jan 2017, Waste Service is a Waste Management
company focusing on providing complete waste management
solution of hazardous bio medical waste, trainings for health
professionals, source segregation implementation, transportation,
management, treatment and disposals of bio medical waste from
pre-generation to post final disposals in public private partnership
model with Local government.

Category: Waste
Management &
Climate Change

Waste Service,
Nepal

Category:
Healthcare 

MDaaS, Nigeria 

Since 2017 MDaaS Global has been building and operating
modern, tech-enabled diagnostics centers in clinically-
underserved neighborhoods, starting in Nigeria.

Winners of Sankalp Global Awards 2020:

2. Exhibitors at Sankalp

Cartier Women’s Initiative
Signify
Biomimicry Institute
Terwilliger Center for Innovation in
Shelter
JICA Tsunagaru Lab

Exhibition Booths are a great way to
showcase work by organizations.  This
year, we had a total of 85 booths
representing funders, entrepreneurs, and
institutions.  The different categories of
booths and organisations are as follows:

Sponsor Exhibitors:
1.
2.
3.
4.

5.

Sankalp Africa Summit 2021
The Anzisha Prize
USAID Regional Investment Support
for Entrepreneurs (RISE)
COVID Response Alliance for Social
Entrepreneurs

Exhibition Booths: 
1.
2.
3.

4.

Fashion Revolution India
Not Same, Equal.
BAGEEYA
I AM SO WASTED

Circular Bazaar by CAIF:
1.
2.
3.
4.
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Category: Circular
Economies 

MYCL, Indonesia

Launched in September 2015, MyCL supports the global
production sustainable product by providing high-performance
and sustainable leather-like material and while also empowering
communities.

https://www.duithape.com/vox
https://www.releaf.africa/
https://www.nepalwastemap.org/
https://www.mdaas.io/
https://www.mdaas.io/
https://mycl.bio/


BayTree
Pink Capital
Macjames Global Resources Limited
Kitovu Technology Company
Safe Motherhood Alliance
 SANDEL
Sparky Social Enterprise Limited
Bridges Organic Restaurant Limited

EConcrete Tech Ltd.
ECOSTP Technologies Ltd, Bangalore
NANOMIK
spotLESS Materials Inc.
Werewool

change:WATER Labs
DIYlaw
EQUOTAGoats for Water (UpTrade)
Grassland Cameroon LTD
Hiveonline
InvestEd Philippines
Kamkalima
LifeBank
Naireeta Services Private Limited
Planet Protector Packaging
Saathi
Sehat Kahani
Access Afya
Queen of Raw
BrightGreen Renewable Energy
Arboreal Bioinnovations Pvt Ltd
HealthSetGo
SHEROES

Launchpad Booths:
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.

Biomimicry Institute Entrepreneurs: 
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

Cartier Women's Initiative
Entrepreneurs:

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.

10.
11.
12.
13.
14.
15.
16.
17.
18.

Kyoraku
Sanritsu Machine Industry
Amegumi
ICST Corporation
TBA
ISE Foods
Rangorie
Yaguchi Electric Corporation
OMC Power
Sagri
E-Square
ITSEV

Duithape
Ed Partners Africa Ltd
JANITRI
MDaaS Global Corp.
MYCL
Recube
Releaf Marketplace Nigeria Limited
Sisu Global Health
TrusTrace
Waste Service Pvt Ltd

JICA Pavillion:
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.

10.
11.
12.

Sankalp Awards Finalists: 
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.

10.

FLIP AFRICA
New Energy Nexus Uganda
PEG Africa
Sagar Energy Solutions
Sofies
SunnyMoney, SolarAid’s social
enterprise
Trend Solar
Village Energy Limited

Africa Power
EnSo Impact
Open Energy Labs
SolarisKit Ltd
Upya Technologies
WASE

Signify Foundation Entrepreneurs: 
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.

7.
8.

Energy Catalyst Entrepreneurs:
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.

3. CAIF Conclave
CAIF Conclave is India’s biggest
convening of brands, innovators, investors
and enablers from the textile and apparel
industry. It is a platform for the textile
industry to discover, connect and partner
with circular innovators, brands and
investors. Held alongside the Sankalp
Global Summit, the CAIF Conclave also
offers the industry the opportunity to
connect with innovations from other
sectors — agriculture, gender &
livelihoods, energy, WASH, and climate
change. This year, the Conclave ran in
parallel with a Sankalp track on Circular
Economy across industries, making it
India’s premiere gathering of circular
economy practitioners and professionals.

Focus Themes This Year - Circular Business
Models / Social Inclusion / Alternatives to
Plastic / Building Back Better / Closing the
Loop on Textile Waste / Policy
Interventions

Lear more about CAIF here.
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https://www.circularapparel.co/


3. ANDE Metrics from
the Ground Up 2020
Measurement is about more than just
accountability. When impact metrics are
integrated with financial and operational
metrics they can help organizations
develop better products and services,
make better investment decisions, and
become more efficient in achieving impact.
And when evaluations support a collective
learning agenda rather just a single
project, they build knowledge for the
entire sector. Evaluations can be
actionable, useful to multiple stakeholders,
and inform strategic decision-making if
practitioners understand the existing
evidence base and work together to fill the
gaps. Aspen Network of Development
Entrepreneurs has hosted its Metrics
Conference every year since 2009,
sourcing discussion topic and conference
themes from emerging measurement
practices among our members. This year,
the Metrics from the Ground Up
conference is happening as a track
alongside Sankalp. The event will give
ANDE members and community in India
(and beyond) the chance to meet and
share knowledge and best practices on
impact measurement and management
relevant to entrepreneurial support and
the greater impact ecosystem.

4. New Initiatives at
Sankalp
‘Rendezvous’ : Intellecap’s Private
Companies Conference powered by
Sankalp
This is the first edition of one of India’s
unique unlisted mid market companies
conference. It will present an ideal
opportunity for 20+  unique companies
across Financial Services, Consumer,
Pharma & Healthcare, Agriculture and
related Technology sectors to present their
vision and growth outlook to global private
equity investors.This is an invite only
private conference where the companies
would be meeting select global investors
one-on-one and have in-depth discussions
on current business, future strategy,
capital needs, etc. More than 40
participants attended

the conference. Some of the marquee
investors who are participating are
Nuveen, Kora, Goldman Sachs, Morgan
Stanley, Orix, Norwest and many others.

Female Founders Deal Room 
This year Intellecap facilitated a Female
Founders' Deal Room at the 2020 Sankalp
Global Summit, exclusively for women
founded businesses that are looking to
raise capital.   We hosted an additional
deal room for the Cartier Women’s
Initiative for select high potential women
entrepreneurs from their portfolio.   The
Deal Room is a platform that will connect
high potential Female Founders' companies
with angel investors, venture capital, and
private equity companies with the aim of
helping them raise capital and accelerate
their growth. Intellecap will identify
qualifying companies, support their
preparation to meet investors, and
establish meetings with capital providers
for high potential businesses.

WEF COVID response Alliance for Social
Entrepreneurs: An Action Agenda For
Leaders On The Front Line
In April 2020, the Schwab Foundation in
collaboration with Yunus Social Business
launched the COVID Response Alliance
for Social Entrepreneurs to play a
significant role in reducing the vulnerability
of social entrepreneurs impacted by the
pandemic. The Alliance brings together 60
leading ecosystem organizations to
coordinate the sector's efforts to
overcome the significant impacts of
COVID-19. Alliance members support more
than 17,500 social entrepreneurs helping
vulnerable people in over 190 countries.In
September 2020 Alliance members
published the COVID Social Enterprise
Action Agenda, outlining 25 concrete
recommendations by stakeholder group
required to support social entrepreneurs
through the continued challenges they
face in the coming months. We look
forward to triggering action in support of
social entrepreneurs, injecting the unique
insights and voices of Alliance members
and social entrepreneurs into broader
global dialogues.At Sankalp Global Summit
2020, The WEF COVID Response Alliance
track for social entrepreneurs is aiming to
create greater awareness of and
appreciation for the role of social 
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entrepreneurs during COVID-19 and its
aftermath and as a next step bring all
participants of Sankalp onboard, with new
commitments to the COVID-19 Action
Agenda, and new ideas for concrete
interventions among participants,
ultimately achieving a greater involvement
of local actors from the Global South in the
Alliance.

5. Media at Sankalp
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India’s election system, logistics sector can be the

key to effective Covid-19 vaccine distribution

Lives & livelihoods are interdependent, can’t go back

to how things were, says WHO chief

Digital financial services have a problem, it’s called

trust deficit

Climate risk strategies needed for investors in India

Good business sense, but poor economics:

Commercial EVs trudge along the bumpy road

Clubbed in groups, lending models for women-led

businesses have a peculiar problem

Sankalp
Community on
Social Media
Follow the conversation here.

https://economictimes.indiatimes.com/small-biz/sme-sector/indias-election-system-logistics-sector-can-be-the-key-to-effective-covid-19-vaccine-distribution/articleshow/79275738.cms
https://theprint.in/world/lives-livelihoods-are-interdependent-cant-go-back-to-how-things-were-says-who-chief/537282/
https://economictimes.indiatimes.com/small-biz/money/digital-financial-services-have-a-problem-its-called-trust-deficit/articleshow/79012549.cms
https://indiaclimatedialogue.net/2020/12/16/climate-risk-strategies-must-for-investors-in-india/
https://economictimes.indiatimes.com/small-biz/policy-trends/good-business-sense-but-poor-economics-commercial-evs-trudge-along-the-bumpy-road/articleshow/79560003.cms
https://economictimes.indiatimes.com/small-biz/money/clubbed-in-groups-lending-models-for-women-run-businesses-have-a-peculiar-problem/articleshow/79523732.cms
https://twitter.com/search?q=%23SankalpVirtual2020&src=typed_query


MEET OUR PARTNERS
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K N O W L E D G E  P A R T N E R S
 

T R A C K  P A R T N E R S
 

S U P P O R T  P A R T N E R S
 

C A I F  C O N C L A V E  P A R T N E R S



2 0

A. LIST OF ORGANISATIONS AT SANKALP:
APPENDIX
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